89. Uparichara Vasu

Once upon a time the Rishas, Indra and Devatas
had a doubt regarding some procedure in the  performance of
Yagna.They wanted to have their doubt cleared by Uparichara
Vasu, who  was  an  authority  on the subject.   They
were on their way to meet him. Vasu  himself  happened
to see them mean while. He received hem with due honours,
gave them seats and questioned them humbly the purpose of
their journey. "King, we are coming to meet you. A doubt has
arisen. We want you to clear it. You are the only competent
person on the subject. With what should a Yagna be performed?
Is it necessary to sacrifice an animal or is there a substitute for
the sacrifice ? Can any medicinel plant be used instead ? You
are on authority on the subject. Kindly enlighten us95, theysaid,
With folded hands Vasu aslced them about their  own theories.
"Thereare two theories' they said.^we belong to the group, which
supports the view that grain can be offered in sacrifices. The
Devatas support the view that animal and bird sacrifise is nece-
ssary11' they added. Vasu pondered over for a while. "Difference
of opinion has cropped up between Maharshies and Devatas. But
th?; Devatas deserve preference. Hence I support their view",
he thought. He gave out his verdict that a goat has to be sacri-
ficed in yagua and that no substitute would do. The rishis got
wild on hearing Vasu's opinion. "If what ^you say is not the

ultimate Dharma you will go Rasathala, the neither region. If
wh^t you say is the correct Supreme Dharma, then we will go
there now itself" they announced.
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